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EVAN J. WARD 
 

Evan J. Ward is Chief of the Industrial Base Division in the Office of the Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition Integration. In this role, he 

holds primary responsibility in the Air Force acquisition enterprise for building, 

stewarding, and protecting the U.S. defense industrial base.  He leads and 

integrates Air Force Industrial Base investment; is responsible for Air Force 

implementation of the Defense Production Act; oversees the review of proposed 

U.S. mergers and acquisitions to assess industrial base risk and provide DoD 

input to the Committee on Foreign Investment in the U.S. (CFIUS); and oversees 

the management and allocation of the $19B Air Force Government-Owned 

Contractor-Operated production plant portfolio.        

      

Mr. Ward is a native of Livingston Montana and still calls Big Sky Country home. 

He holds degrees in Mechanical and Industrial Engineering and is a 

Distinguished Graduate of the Eisenhower School at National Defense University 

where he earned an M.S. in National Security and Resource Strategy with a 

focus on the U.S. Nuclear Triad. Mr. Ward has held senior program and 

technical leadership roles across the acquisition lifecycle from legacy 

sustainment to early acquisition planning including as the Program Manager for 

Next Gen Adaptive Propulsion (NGAP), a $5B ACAT I program. 

Mr. Ward is an active leader in his community, and highlights of his past volunteer work include serving as President 

of the Board of Directors for a highly impactful youth mentorship organization and as the Communications and Policy 

Director for a wilderness conservation & advocacy organization.    

EDUCATION 

2009 Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering, Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma City Oklahoma 

2012 Master of Science, Industrial Engineering, University of Oklahoma, Norman Oklahoma 

2019 Air War College, Maxwell AFB Alabama (by correspondence) 

2020 Graduate Certificate, Systems Engineering, Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson AFB Ohio   

2021 Executive Leadership Development Certificate, Berkeley Haas School of Business, Berkeley California 

2023 Master of Science and Distinguished Graduate, National Security & Resource Strategy, The Eisenhower 

School – National Defense University, Washington D.C. 

 

CAREER CHRONOLOGY 

1. April 2010 – November 2013, Processes Engineer, 76th Propulsion Maintenance Group, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma 

2. November 2013 – June 2016, Systems Engineer – F100, AFLCMC, Sustainment Division, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma 

3. June 2016 – March 2019, Lead Engineer – F119, AFLCMC/LP, Sustainment Division, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma 

4. March 2019 – June 2020, Lead Engineer, XA101 AFLCMC/LP, Acquisition Division, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 

5. June 2020 – July 2021, NGAP Deputy ML, AFLCMC/LP, Acquisition Division, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 

7. July 2021 – July 2023, Materiel Leader, NGAP, AFLCMC/LPA, WP AFB, Ohio 

8. July 2023 – July 2024, Student, Eisenhower School, National Defense University, Washington D.C. 

9. July 2024 – Current, Chief – Industrial Base Division, SAF/AQX, The Pentagon, Washington D.C. 

                              

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E 

 


